Dancing with Colin Towns in Maleny 

1-3 October 2010
With Dance Kaleidscope and Sheree Greenhill
Enjoy dancing and a weekend away with new friends!
Colin Towns is making one of his rare visits (bi-annial that is) to sunny or wet tropical Queensland to lead a wonderful weekend of dance at beautiful Maleny.  Colin will be leading workshops and dances from Friday night to Sunday.   He is a versatile and knowledgeable caller who will lead all comers through Playford, Pat Shaw, and Contra Dances.  All levels of dancers are welcome.  Old timers will enjoy learning new dances or brushing up while newcomers can take their first steps. Colin will welcome you all. We are a friendly crowd and everyone is welcome.
Accommodation is at the hotel, motels or camping ground (cabins available). Book yourself early.  Usually we have dinner together Saturday night while the Maleny township will be the delight of Sunday. You will soon find your way around town like a local! 

About Colin

Colin is a most versatile dance caller, teacher and display dancer.  He’s an expert on English dances (1650 onwards), American (Contra and Squares), Morris, Rapper Sword and Australian dances.

Colin started folk dancing in 1973 at Manchester University, UK and soon became an active display dancer and teacher.  Later, he moved to London, and continued folk dancing.  

Colin performed at Folk Festivals and on foreign tours to France, Switzerland, Canada.
Colin is a regular at the National Folk Festival and has presented numerous dance workshops all over Australia. He brings so much energy to an event that he is an inspiration to others to get up and dance. 

What are 'Playford' dances?
Country dances were the dances done by English country folk and had to be easy because country folk didn't have time to go to lessons. The dancing masters rapidly started inventing more complicated 'country dances' which proved very popular. 
In 1651 a music publisher called John Playford published The English Dancing Master, a book of instructions for such dances. The title was a joke because all the best dancing masters were French. Throughout this time country dances were regarded as light relief from 'real dancing' and we get various letters and journals saying things like "and afterwards we set to and danced country dances. 
You may be familiar with some of them from Jane Austen “Oh Mary please play Grimstock”.  Yes you may even get to dance Grimstock.
Pat Shaw dances
 Pat Shaw (1917- 1977) was born in Stratford-on-Avon, but spent most of his childhood in London where he started folk dancing at the age of six.  His dances are remarkable for their flow, how the dance comes together, the other dancers are just where they are needed and the dance fits in beautifully with the music. Most are English style dances, though some are American style square dances.  All of them are memorable.  
Contra Dance 
When English country Dances emigrated to America they became Contra Dances.   If you haven’t been in a contra – well, let’s say contras are flowing, they’re flirty – they’re fun!  In American contras the men lined up in long lines across from the women.  The name comes from the French “contredanse anglaise”
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These sort of boobies think that people come to balls to do nothing but dance; whereas everyone knows that the real business of a ball is either to look out for a wife, to look after a wife, or to look after somebody else's wife. Mr Facey's Hounds (1865)

 For more information   www.dancekaleidoscope.org.au
